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BRETHKEN EVANGELIST. 


Poetry. 


THE WILL OF GOD. s 

BESSIE PECG MACLAUGHLIN. 

I lov« thy will. O Lord. 

Thy blessed. períect will 
In which my once rebeltious heart 

Líes satisfied and still. 

I love thy will, O Lord 

It is my joy. my rest. 
It glorifies my commou task. 

It makes each trial blest. 

I tove thy will, O Lord, 

Since I ha ve lost my own, 
What peace to have no choice but thíne, 

To íeel my heart thy throne! 

I love thy will, O Lord, 

The sunshine or the rain. 
Some days are bright with praíse. and somc 

Sweet with acceptel pain. 

1 love thy will, O Lord, 

O hear my earnest plea, 
Tbat as thy will is done in heaven, 

It may be done in me. 


Contributions. 


"BIT DOWN AND WAIT." 

C. H. HAl.SllAUGH. 


God has many ways of fulfilling his will. 
Anima te and inanimate, bru te and man, 
rod ami rock, dues he employ as metiia to 
accomplish his purpose. "He maketh 
the clouds his chariot and walketh upon 
the wings of the wind. He maketh his 
àngels spirits, his ministers a flaming fire." 
l'sa. 104:3,4- "My Gud shall supply 
all yotir need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesús." Phil. 4 : *Ç- 
"The ravens becoine his purveyors, and 
the sparrows and lillies his preachers." 
I King 17:3-6- Ltifce iz : 6, 24, 27, 28. 
It is our prívilege to ask for all we need 
withotit dictating methods, or being de- 
terred by seeniing impossibilities. The 
apparently i inimitable laws of nature are 
no híndrance to God in answering the 
prayer of faith. Skeptical science has 
made God a slave to law instead of a Mas- 
tcr, and many of us practically do the 
same. The al most universal skeplicism 
that prevails in the church in relation to 
divine healing has its root in the convic- 
tion that God cannot manipulate natural 
law at his pleasure. We forget that pray- 
er for the forgiveness of sins involves the 
same difficulty. Moral causation and se 
quence are as inflexible as physical cause 
and effect. Christ is master of both do- 
raains. If there is a natural law in exist- 
ence that does not yield to omnipotence 
in the interests of Christ in behalf of his 
redeemed, then we need another Christ 
who is stronger and wiser and better than 


God. When faith and Christ are a perj 
fect unit, the most abiding order of na- 
ture ts no morè an obstacle to thefulfillraent 
of prayer, than death is an impediment to 
the resurrection of Christ. We are al- 
ways blundering and stumbling in second 
causes, and thus rniss the benefits God 
has secured for us in the incarnation of 
his Son. And the morè educated we are 
in science, the morè pronounced generally 
is our skepticism. The better we become 
acquaidted with the fixed arrangements of 
nature, the morè are we inclined to make 
God the servanj of law. Profoundly 
and truly does Joubert say, "It is easy to 
believe in God if you will not attempt to 
definehim." With equal pertincnce and 
philosophy does Df. Young say in his 
"Night Thoughts," "God alone can com- 
prehend God." JfowGoA heals the sick 
in answer to the prayer of faith, is the in- 
terrogation of unbelief. How he forgives 
sin notwithstanding the rigid law of reíri- 
bution, is the very way to remain unfor- 
given. "Only believe," and not question 
and doubt and waver. 

It is not for man to tamper with the in 
violable sanctity of law. Paul says that "lo 
them that are withotit law he became as 
without law : being not without law to 
God, but under the law to Christ. " 1 Cor. 
9:21. Christ is master of law, while we 
are servants. We must obey, dare not vio- 
la te. But "our li fe is hid with Christ in 
God," so that law will be uscd in our in- 
terest according to the sovereignty and 
purpose of God in hi ui who is our propi ti- 
ation and advocate. "To walk even as 
Jesús also walked," to keep step with the 
divine programme in ■thought, purpose, 
act, cnjoyment,— this puts the universe at 
the command of faith. The church has 
largely lost the conception of Chríst's po- 
sition as mediator between God and man, 
and the posilion of the believer iu him. 
Instead of faith we have indignant pro- 
tests against those that do believe. Some 
even presumptuously th rea ten to annihi- 
late this central fact of Christianity by 
perforrning wondrous feats of daring and 
ignorant lògic. I -et them do it and suc- 
ceed, and Christ will have to vacate his 
throne, ignore his incarnation^ and reduce 
his atonement lo equality wilh "the blood 
of bulls and goats." No, forever and ev- 
er no ; "all things are otirs, and we are 
ChrÈSt*», and Christ is God's." I Cor. 3: 
21, 22. Faith simply knows that God is, 
and that he is a rewardtr of them thatdili- 
gently seek him." Heb. 11:6. It is the 
blessed prívilege of faith lo use science 
for larger views of the wisdom, power, 
and goodness of God ; but oftener it is 
its unhallowed effect to ltill faith. I sel- 
dom íueet a skeptic out of the church or 
in it, that does not justify his unbelief by 


reference to supposed scientific data 
Faith gladly accepts all confirraations of 
divine revelation, but it never allows it- 
self to be troubled by conclusions and as- 
sertions that put nature and the Bible at 
vari an ce. 

The simple truth is, we make far tqo 
much of visible and tangible realities, and 
far, far too little of what is "unseen and 
eternal." Weforgtt that to the Chrisàan 
the retributions of law are themselves pro- 
visions of grace. kom. 8: 18. John 18: 
11. "I*, is good for me that I have been 
afflicted, that I might learn thy statutes." 
l'sa. 119:71. • What a sublime vindica- 
tion of law and triumph over it we have 
in II Cor. 12 :8, 9, 10. 

"SIT DOiVN AND WAIT." 

Some child of God, who and whence I 
know not sent me for a Christmas token 
a beautifully wrought Japanese cushion. 
I had been wishing for that very thing. 
Was it a coincidence ? Was it not the 
same divine forethought that tied the ass 
coit in the right place at the right time ? 
On the center of the cushion are stitched 
th ese wo rd s :— "Sit doivn a mi umit. " 
How my mind fiew on pinions of love and 
gratitnde back and forlh in the holy ora 
eles for illustrations of this happy and 
pregnant sentiment. How full of mean- 
ing. "How little we know how to slt at 
the feet of Jesús, and wait his disclosures 
of "grace and truth." We know better 
how to exemplify James 2 =3, than Matt. 
20 : 28, and Phil. 2 : 5- To sit in the 
judgment seat is natural to fallen human 
nature. To be praised of men is very 
sweet to our carnal, selfish hearts. Bi.t 
to sit still under the lash and buffettings 
of opposition and false accitsations, de- 
mands the faith that means the purity and 
severity and eqtiipoise of Immanuel. To 
be shamefidiy entreatedvc\à yet "he bold in. 
our God" indicates the faith which the Gos- 
pel rec ò ni men d f--, and which alone makes 
the resonrees of grace ours. I Thess. 2 : 2. 
"O ye of little faith" is the sorrowful re- 
buke of Christ to-day as throttgh all the 
centúries. Whoever fastened that coit, 
it was the Lord's provision for the fulfill- 
ment of prophecy. Whoever sent the 
cushion, it is the Lord's property ; and as 

I "sit and wait," I pray that doner and 
donee may know the blessedness of I 
Thess. 1 : io;Phü. 3 : 20, 21 ; Titus 2 :i3; 

II Peter 3 : 1 1- 14 ; Matt. 10 : 42, and 25 : 
40. Ü, the elevaüon of life that can 
count it "morè blessed to give than to re- 
ceive." Acts2o:35. U, that profound, 
thrilling, illimitable "brfore" in Heb. 12 : 
2. That Was enough to sustain Christ on 
the cross and will support the Christian in 
the direst extrem ity. "Sit tUwn and 
wait. " 


